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A Message from Mr. Daly 

January is finally drawing to a close and it has been a very mixed month. On the one 

hand, we are really pleased with our pupils’ learning both online and in school. It has 

also been wonderful to talk to pupils live on Google Meets. On the other hand, the 

tragic news about the terrible number of lives lost nationally to the COVID-19 

pandemic really brings it home that the most important thing we must do is keep each 

other safe. At Westbridge, our staff are encouraged to take COVID-19 Lateral Flow Tests 

twice a week to minimise transmission risk. We continue to follow stringent health and 

safety procedures and frequently remind any pupils attending school to do so as well. 

Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week. Keep checking Google Classroom and 

Twitter for further updates on this. We really hope that you and your families are 

looking after each other’s mental and physical health. Our priority will always be the 

children, families and staff in the Westbridge community. If there is anything you feel 

you need help or advice with, please do get in touch. 

We look forward to the day we can reopen our school and welcome you all back. 

Recent government announcements suggest this will not be until after March 8th. We 

will keep you informed as soon as we know more. In the meantime, stay safe. 

Have a restful weekend! 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home Learning and Google Classroom 
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Well done to all of you who have been logging in to 
Google Classroom to upload all of your Home 

Learning and joining our Google Meets. 
 

Remember, if you are not doing this, you will be 
contacted by a teacher to find out if there is any help 

we can offer at school. Sometimes, a call may be 
from a blocked number but please do call us back if 

we leave you a voicemail.  
 

Every pupil must log on to Google Classroom to 
complete their learning. 

We know this can be tricky for parents at home, so 
please contact us if you need any help with this. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU MESSAGES 
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In these very challenging times it is so heart-
warming to know that our community always 
pulls together to offer support. This is what 
makes Westbridge Academy so strong together! 
We would like to say a huge THANK YOU to 
Emanuel School, who have recently donated 
reading books, food parcels and laptops. 
A parent and friend of our school, Sonia Boyce, 
has also donated two MacBooks to us. All of 
these donations will help support the pupils at 
Westbridge. 
If anyone has any computer devices that they 
would like to donate in order to help, we would 
gratefully accept—just contact the main office. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Years Learning This Week! 
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In our Where we Live topic, 
we painted the landmarks of 
London using the prime 
colours. We also found 
where we live on the globe 
using the map of the United 
Kingdom on the board to 
help us. We also made a 

map of our room as a whole class. 
One pupil made a map of their home, too! 

Another busy week! We have been matching 2D shapes during 

'Maths Labs' whilst in Phonics lessons we have been practising how 

to write the letter 'g'. Ask your child what sound that letter makes!  

Look at Ayanna’s writing from Reception. 
Ayanna has used CVC words to complete a 
sentence and is beginning to use full stops.  
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Y1 Home Learning 

#Equality 

While continuing with our work on The Great Fire of London topic, 

Year 1 pupils discussed the impact the tragic event had on the 

poorest in the city of London. We realized how disadvantaged those 

people in society were at the time. 

Can you believe that some families lived in tents for up to eight 

years after the fire had 

destroyed they homes? 

We also analysed how poor 

people were affected by the 

fire. Read some examples of 

our writing from our pupils 

here. 
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Y2 Home Learning 

#Equality 

In Year 2 we have added to our learning about Malala by creating 

fact files. It is so pleasing to see pupils trying much harder at home 

with their remote learning. We know it is tricky, and very different 

to being at school, but by showing commitment and perseverance 

now, your learning will improve in the future. 

We have been building 

on last week’s learning 

about parts of plants by 

growing our own seeds! 

These plants are not 

ready to eat yet, and 

they are definitely not 

Ferrero Rocher… I 

wonder what plants 

they will grow in to…? 
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Year 3 Home Learning 

As part of our English work , the children listened and watched  
different versions of The Sword in the Stone and then sequenced 
key events using a story map. Frankie and Abdul have got a really 
impressive level of detail in their work. Well done! 
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Year 4 Home Learning 

In Maths, we have been recapping multiplying two-digit numbers 

by one-digit numbers. 

Our Art session introduced a new artist, Wayne Thiebaud, 

part of the pop art genre. Pupils emulated his style using 

mixed media. This art make us hungry!  
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Year 5 Pupils’ Home Learning This Week 

In Maths, we were practising different methods for addition. By 

having a pictorial representation beside the calculation, Mia was 

able to independently check her answers. Well done! In Science 

lessons we have been learning about 

the different states of matter and 

how molecules are arranged in each 

one differently. Fantastic effort here! 

In RE we scored 

top scores in our 

quiz on what 

we’ve learnt on 

Hinduism so far.  
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Year 6 Pupils’ Home Learning This Week 

This week 6 we are finishing off our English book, 'Pig Heart Boy'. It 
is a fascinating tale of a young boy called Cam who decides 
whether or not he should get a heart transplant. 

The only issue is the heart comes from a pig! Malorie Blackman 
presents many arguments for and against and we have debated 
these on our Google Meet as well as during our English lessons via 
Google Classroom. 

 

Check out Lillie's impassioned argument on the next two pages 
about why she believes we should not be testing on animals. 

WOULD YOU REALLY WANT TO HURT HIM? 

 

WOULD YOU REALLY BE THAT CRUEL? 

 

WE SHOULD STOP TESTING ON ANIMALS! 

 

WE MUST STOP TESTING ON ANIMALS! 

 

WE WILL STOP TESTING ON ANIMALS! 

 

#WE LOVE ANIMALS! 
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Year 6 Pupils’ Home Learning This Week 

TO TEST OR NOT TO TEST by Lillie-May 

 

Over a million animals are burned, crippled, poisoned and abused in US 

labs every year, through testing on animals. Not only testing medications 

on animals they have moved to testing cosmetics such as make up and 

beauty products. In a year more than 100 million animals die from getting 

tested. However, so many drugs that potentially save lives have been 

produced through testing on animals. Let’s see what the pros and cons 

are. 

 

There are some quite good reasons why we should test on animals not 

humans because we cannot lose the population of humans. It also means 

that we have less chance to get it.  However, animals live outside so they 

probably already have some kind of disease so it wouldn’t affect them as 

much as it would us. Animals can also cope longer with pain than humans 

because we can just ask someone to take us to the hospital whereas wild 

animals can’t take themselves to the vets someone will have to pick up 

the animal and take it to the vets. Alternative methods of testing do not 

simulate humans in the same way. Scientists estimate that over 83% of 

medicines used within the hospitals have been tested on animals in some 

way. A lot of people argue that testing on animals will cause unnecessary 

pain and suffering however there are strict laws around animal testing 

and how this should only be done when absolutely necessary. 



 

 

 

What do you think of Lillie’s arguments? 

Do you think animal testing should be allowed? 
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Year 6 Pupils’ Home Learning This Week 

You shouldn’t test on animals because it’s cruel and mean. Also animals 

don’t deserve it. What have they done to us? By testing on animals you 

are practically killing them because many times it has gone wrong and 

also animals are a very important thing in our lives. Would you like it if 

you were forced to take medication that had no benefit to you and could 

potentially cause you harm? Some animals might have some kind of 

disease and then imagine you come back and said it works and then you 

start handing it to everyone and they all start becoming ill. Several 

cosmetics tests commonly performed on mice, rats, rabbits and guinea 

pigs includes skin and eye irritation tests where chemicals are rubbed on 

shaved skin without any pain relief. Animals have rights just like humans! 

You wouldn’t keep a human locked in a cage and force them to take 

medication or put chemicals on their skin without their consent so what 

makes us allowed to do this to animals who cannot protest this or stand 

up for their own rights? 

 

I have come to the conclusion that everyone has their own opinion so 

they are welcome to do or think what they want. After listening to both 

sides of the debate I must conclude that testing on animals is totally 

wrong. It is undeniable that animal testing causes harm and suffering to 

poor defenceless animals for our own gain with no benefit to the animal 

what so ever. Therefore, I implore you to stop testing on these poor 

animals and try the alternatives such as plant based medicine or testing 
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Year 6 Pupils’ Home Learning This Week 

We have also been practising how to use contractions in our 
Grammar work. Y6 were set the challenge of coming up with the 
most amusing and informal (with slang) sentences using 
apostrophes for contraction. 

Apostrophes have several uses, but when they contract a word, 
they're replacing some of the letters to make a new, shortened 
word - so could not becomes couldn't. Check out Safwan's winning 
piece, complete with a picture! 

 

Can you spot the contractions Safwan used? 

 

Can you think of other examples? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do speak to the class teacher if you have any questions in relation to Home 

Learning or your child’s wellbeing. The class teacher will be contacting you over 

the phone to check how your online home learning is going. You can contact 

teachers on Google Classroom to ask for help, or you can also email your 

questions to the email addresses above. 
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Communication 

By now you should have received your Edenred vouchers if your child is 

entitled to a benefits-related free school meal. If you have had any problems 

with this, please contact the school office on Monday after 9:30am and we 

will be happy to help 

Edenred Vouchers 

Our number of Twitter followers is slowly increasing! Please show your 

support by following us on Twitter: @WestbridgeAcad  

You will see regular updates from us. We would love to see you liking and 

sharing the many wonderful things that are happening at Westbridge and 

across all the schools in STEP Academy Trust @thesteptrust 

Westbridge Twitter Feed @WestbridgeAcad 


