
History Curriculum at Westbridge Academy  

 

At Westbridge Academy, we aim to help our pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of 

Britain’s past and that of the wider world. We intend to inspire our pupils’ curiosity to know more 

about the past and equip them to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift 

arguments, and develop perspective and judgement.  

 

Historical periods are introduced in chronological order ensuring pupils build on their knowledge and 

skills, making comparisons between historical events and looking for cause and effect of various 

events. It is essential that the children are given opportunities to develop their vocabulary and their 

reading skills, our whole school priorities. Teachers make references to our values of ‘Passion, 

Urgency, Positivity, Aspiration and Commitment’ when discussing the lives of significant people and 

the choices they made in light of political and economic landscape of their time. We want our pupils 

to understand and explore complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of 

societies and pupils’ own identity and heritage through a local history study. When exploring the lives 

of significant persons, teachers ensure (where appropriate) they also refer to political activism, 

historic struggles as well as artistic innovation of ethnic minorities represented at Westbridge 

Academy in search of inspiration, cultural identity and to give recognition to the pioneers and 

trailblazers whom we might aspire and relate to. We believe that our pupils need to understand how 

and where they fit into our nation and within the world. 

 

We want the children to enjoy and love learning about history by gaining this knowledge and skills, 

not just through experiences in the classroom, but also through educational visits, where applicable. 

For instance, pupils in Year 2 visit The Monument in London at the end of the topic to deepen their 

knowledge of the Fire of London in 1666 and ‘to make the learning stick’. Our termly enrichment 

weeks provide opportunities for project-based learning around aspirations where the pupils are 

encouraged to explore the lives of individuals who in the face of a challenge managed to overcome 

any barriers and succeeded in life. It teaches them that success is possible and that they can take 

charge, gain more confidence, have a positive attitude to life and take advantages of opportunities 

given to them in order to succeed. It links to growth mindset theory around positive attitude to 

learning, rising to challenges and learning from mistakes and a belief that ‘there is the difference in 

not knowing and not knowing yet’. 

 

 

 

  


