
General Curriculum Approach 

 

Our curriculum has been designed to enable children to realise their full potential, leaving school 

with the highest standards, a love of learning and a set of moral values that will enable them to 

make a positive contribution to society.  

In order to raise children’s aspirations and improve their life chances, we provide opportunities for 

children to broaden their horizons, challenge stereotypes and consider the vast range of possibilities 

open to them if they consistently embody our Trust values of Passion, Urgency, Positivity, Aspiration 

and Commitment.  

 

Communication  

Communicating effectively is one of the most important life skills; therefore, we provide 

opportunities for our children to speak effectively for a range of purposes. Activities to promote 

effective communication include: meeting and greeting visitors, Philosophy for Children lessons, 

drama sessions and presenting during whole school assemblies.  

 

Growth Mindset 

In order to achieve success, it is essential for our children to understand the importance of 

perseverance, embracing their mistakes as part of the learning process, valuing the importance of 

effort, responding carefully to feedback and taking inspiration from others.  

We provide regular opportunities for children to develop a growth mindset attitude by considering 

what makes a successful learner now and in their future lives as adults. 

 

Co-operative Learning 

We have adopted a co-operative learning approach, which provides opportunities for children to 

work together to achieve common goals. By helping others, children learn to help themselves and 

take responsibility for their own development, thus becoming highly-skilled, independent learners.  

Co-operative learning is based on five behaviours which encourage children to develop excellent 

behaviour for learning. 

 Active listening 

 Helping and encouraging others 

 Completing tasks 

 Everyone participating 

 Explaining ideas and telling why 

 



Enrichment Weeks 

Each term, we host an exciting enrichment week, which focuses on raising aspirations, making a 

difference in our local community and being entrepreneurial.   

In autumn, we host Aspirations Week, which exposes children to a variety of career paths from an 

early age. Through a range of enrichment experiences and activities, children will develop an 

understanding of a variety of careers and the attributes, knowledge, skills and behaviours that need 

to be developed now to ensure that they leave Westbridge in the best possible position for 

secondary education and future life. 

In spring, we host Community Week, which provides an opportunity for children to understand the 

importance of being part of one team that unites to make a difference. Children undertake a range 

of activities which promotes community cohesion, while providing support and ‘giving back’ to the 

local community.  

In summer, we host Enterprise Week, which provides an opportunity for children to cultivate their 

enterprising attitudes and develop a range of transferable skills, which will support future 

employability and enterprise.  

 

Philosophy for Children 

Philosophy for Children is an approach to education that puts philosophical enquiry at the heart of 

the learning process and provides an opportunity for children to develop some of the life skills and 

qualities that are linked to our curriculum intent. 

P4C develops thinking that is: 

1. Critical, using reasoned moves to build arguments 

2. Collaborative, with the sharing and challenging of ideas 

3. Creative in the willingness to speculate, take risks and imagine 

4. Caring, because everything is set up to foster consideration and respect for one another 

 


