
 
Curriculum intent English 
 
At Westbridge Academy we believe that a high quality English curriculum should develop children’s 
passion for reading, writing and speaking. We are committed to inspire an appreciation and a habit 
of reading widely and often. We recognise the importance of nurturing a culture where children take 
pride in their writing can write clearly and accurately and adapt their language and style for a range 
of contexts. We want to inspire children to be confident in the art of speaking and listening and who 
can use discussion to communicate and further their learning. We believe that children need to 
follow a clear pathway of progression as they advance through the primary curriculum. 
 
Our children thrive on practical and first-hand learning opportunities, as it provides concrete and 
meaningful experiences which are enhanced by educational trips and visitors within school. Pupil 
voice supports this, and pupils often say how much they value these first-hand experiences. Pupils 
are able to discuss their learning confidently and can make links to their curriculum knowledge.  
 
We believe that a secure basis in literacy skills is crucial to a high quality education and will give our 
children the tools they need to achieve their aspirations and participate fully as a member of society. 
Therefore, during our termly Enrichment Weeks, our children have the opportunity to explore, read 
and write for real life purposes. This enables the children to benefit from deep learning, and to 
develop their understanding, knowledge and enjoyment of the world around them.  
 
 
 
 
Reading 
 
We value reading as a key life skill and are dedicated to enabling our children to become lifelong 
readers. Therefore, we intend to encourage all children to read widely across both fiction and non-
fiction; to establish an appreciation and love of reading; to gain knowledge across the curriculum 
and develop their comprehension skills. It is our intention to ensure that, by the end of their primary 
education, all children are able to read fluently, with confidence, in any subject. 
 
Phonics is an important daily lesson from the Nursery through to Year 2. The school follows the Read 
Write Inc phonics programme. Read Write Inc (RWI) is a phonics complete literacy programme which 
helps all children learn to read fluently and at speed so they can focus on developing their skills in 
comprehension, vocabulary and spelling. 
 
Children in Key Stage 2 take part in daily Guided Reading lessons, where children are exposed to a 
range of different texts and can demonstrate their understanding and thinking behind these.  
 
We are incredibly lucky to have a wide range of reading books in our school library. All classrooms 
are timetabled to visit weekly and borrow books. All children from Nursery to Year 6 choose a 
reading book to take home and this reading book is changed weekly. Children are read to each day 
by their class teacher. This could be a book that the teacher recommends to the class or a 
recommendation from a child. Each classroom has a reading area that is filled with books suitable for 
their reading age. This is a comfortable place for children to read throughout the day.  
 
 
 
 



Writing 
 
As a school we recognise that reading is fundamental to the writing process. Writing is a vital part of 
our curriculum. All children from the Early Years to Year 6 are provided with many opportunities to 
develop and apply their writing skills across the curriculum.  It is our intention for the children to be 
able to plan, draft, evaluate, edit and publish their writing.  
 
At Westbridge we endeavour to create a love for literacy. We want every child to leave with the 
skills of an excellent writer who:  
 

 has the ability to write with fluency and has an author’s voice. 

 can think about the impact they want their writing to have on the reader and knows how 
they will achieve this.  

 has a sophisticated bank of vocabulary and an excellent knowledge of writing techniques to 
extend details or description. 

 can structure and organise their writing to suit the genre they are writing and include a 
variety of sentence structures. 

 displays excellent transcription skills that ensure their writing is well presented, punctuated, 
spelled correctly and neat.  

 re-reads, edits and improves their writing so every piece of writing they produce is to the 
best of their ability and better than the last.  

 
Throughout their time at Westbridge, children develop their skills by exploring a whole range of 
different genres, with a focus on exploring a range of models of excellence and using these to guide 
the drafting and editing process. It is important to note that we not only develop a real enjoyment of 
writing in English lessons, but in all subjects across the curriculum. We expect the highest standards 
of writing every time a child writes in any subject.  
 


